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Environment Report June 23, 2018

Obama put in this policy to protect Great Lakes, ocean — but Trump just scrapped it
By John Flesher, The Associated Press

In this April 21, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon oil rig burns in the Gulf of Mexico following an explosion
that killed 11 workers and caused the worst offshore oil spill in the nation’s history.

U.S. President Donald Trump has thrown out a policy devised by his predecessor to protect U.S. oceans
and the Great Lakes, replacing it with a new approach that emphasizes the use of the waters to promote
economic growth.

Trump revoked an executive order issued by President Barack Obama in 2010 following the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. The largest offshore oil spillin U.S. history, it killed 11 workers and
spewed millions of gallons of crude that harmed marine wildlife, fouled more than 1,300 miles of
shoreline and cost the tourism and fishing industries hundreds of millions of dollars.

READ MORE: US funding for Great Lakes cleanup could be slashed by 97%, leaked document shows

Obama said the spill underscored the vulnerability of marine environments. He established a council to
promote conservation and sustainable use of the waters.

In his order this week, Trump did not mention the Gulf spill. He said he was “rolling back excessive
bureaucracy created by the previous administration” and depicted the Obama council as bloated, with
27 departments and agencies and over 20 committees, subcommittees and working groups.

The order encourages more drilling and other industrial uses of the oceans and Great Lakes.

The Great Lakes contain roughly 20 per cent of the Earth’s fresh surface water. The lakes also provide
drinking water for 10 million Canadians, according to Environment and Climate Change Canada.

The Republican president said he was creating a smaller Ocean Policy Committee while eliminating
“duplicative” regional planning bodies created under Obama.

But he said federal agencies could participate in regional partnerships formed by states. His
administration has encouraged a “co-operative federalism” approach that shifts more responsibility to
state governments.
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