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A second, more conservative repdrt released by the Parliamentary Budget Officer estimates
savings of $4.2 billion a year for the federal government alone. It used Quebec’s model — the

most expensive in Canada —in its calculations, and did not take into account savings for the
provinces and territories.

Canadians say “YES” to pharmacare

An overwhelming majority — 91 percent — of Canadians believe our public health care system
should include a universal prescription drug plan.

Several national health care commissions have recommended the same, along with the Canadian
Medical Association, Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions, Canadian Doctors for Medicare,
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Canadian Health Coalition, Council of Canadians and the
Canadian Labour Congress.

Provincial leaders are signaling support too. The Ontario provincial government, for example,
has announced a targeted Pharmacare program that will cover full prescription drug costs for
anyone under the age of 25.

But patchwork measures aren’t enough. We need this federal government to commit to the
implementation of a national, publicly-administered universal prescription drug plan for every
Canadian, in every province and territory.




